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ABOUT THE BOOK

A CLASSIC OF LOVE AND REDEMPTION « W. Somerset Maugham’s haunting novel of betrayal,
forgiveness, and transformation, one of the most enduring works of twentieth-century fiction.

Kitty Fane is a young woman trapped in a loveless marriage to Walter, a reserved bacteriologist. When
her infidelity is exposed, Walter forces her to accompany him to a remote Chinese village ravaged by
cholera. There, far from the comforts of society, Kitty confronts not only the devastation of disease but
the emptiness of her own life. What begins as punishment becomes a journey of self-discovery, as Kitty
learns about love, responsibility, and the possibility of change.

First published in 1925, W. Somerset Maugham’s The Painted Veil blends psychological depth with vivid
setting, offering a portrait of personal awakening set against colonial China. It explores themes of pride,
passion, and redemption with Maugham’s trademark clarity and restraint. The title, drawn from Percy
Bysshe Shelley’s poetry, reflects the novel’s central idea—that behind life’s illusions lies a deeper, harsher
truth. “The only way to avoid being miserable is not to have enough leisure to wonder whether you are
happy or not,” Maugham writes, a line that captures the novel’s unsentimental wisdom.

This Feel Classics edition presents the novel in an accessible format for modern readers. With a
thoughtful introduction, explanatory notes, glossary, and a detailed chronology of Maugham’s life, it is
ideal for students, first-time readers, and literature enthusiasts alike.

A moving, unforgettable classic that still speaks to anyone who has ever searched for meaning beyond
illusion.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

W. Somerset Maugham (1874-1965) was a British novelist, short story writer, and playwright, widely
known for his clear prose, psychological depth, and cosmopolitan themes. Born in Paris and educated in
England, he initially trained as a doctor before turning to writing full-time after the success of his first
novel, Liza of Lambeth (1897).

Over a prolific career spanning more than sixty years, Maugham authored numerous acclaimed works,
including Of Human Bondage (1915), The Moon and Sixpence (1919), The Painted Veil (1925), Cakes
and Ale (1930), and The Razor’s Edge (1944). He also gained prominence as a playwright and later as a
master of the short story form, drawing upon his extensive travels and experiences—particularly in Asia,
Europe, and during his service as a British intelligence agent in World War I.

Maugham spent his later years at his villa on the French Riviera, where he continued to write and reflect

on literature, society, and the art of storytelling. His works remain widely read for their narrative
elegance, insight into human behaviour, and enduring literary appeal.
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